MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
dolls of eighteen plays of Kabuki. In Japan there has been for almost two hundred years the family of Ichikawa, the family of the best actors of Japan. In this family, if the son was not a good actor to represent the family, the best actor of the time was adopted to the family to bear the name of Ichikawa.
There are eighteen plays which were selected by this family, and they are called the Eighteen Plays of Kabuki. And to perform any of the eighteen plays, one should obtain permission of the family, even if he is an Ichikawa.
The dolls signify these eighteen plays of Kabuki. Kabuki could be translated as Drama, and in Kabuki there is also Dance included.
These dolls of Kabuki were first made about one hundred and fifty years ago, and they were not in fashion for the last fifty or sixty years. They are the remains of the art of the Tokugawa period and they are plain, simple dolls symbolizing the plays.
A friend of mine made these dolls for the first time in the last sixty years, and even in Japan they are very novel and interesting.
And it is my sincere wish to present these dolls to you, and I wish you would accept them with my sincere respect for your art. The dolls are entirely made with hand, they are modeled with hand and colored by hand.
Your Rosemary is the only "Remembrance" that would make me think of America when I return back to Japan. Particularly I could not forget that last scene of Rosemary, so impressively lonesome.E ADAMS PLAYED AS LEADING WOMAN   WITH   JOHN   DREWpart." Mine just now, as the New Year dawns, is a very happy one, since it permits me too Pilnuit ....... . ........ .. MB. JAMES Lewis
